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SEXUAL ORIENTATION 
(Josh McDowell research 2005 and prior) 

 

“GAY-PARENTED FAMILIES MULTIPLYING” 

 

“Homosexual parents with children are increasing across the United States. More than 160,000 

families with two homosexual parents and approximately 250,000 children in these arrangements 

are housed in 96% of U.S. counties. This does not include children being raised solely by one 

homosexual parent; there are more than one million children in those situations.” 

 

“It’s putting adult desires above the interest of children. For the first time in history, we’re 

talking about intentionally creating permanently motherless and fatherless families.’ Focus on 

the Family’s Bill Maier, author of Marriage on Trial: The Case Against Same-Sex Marriage and 

Parenting.” 

 

(“Gay-Parented Families Multiplying” Current Thoughts & Trends Online, May 2004)  

______________________ 

 

“GALLUP TUESDAY BRIEFING” 

  

“Gallup Poll Vault” 

 

“In 1977, 43% of Americans said they thought homosexual relations between consenting adults 

should be legal.  In 2001, 54% of Americans say they should be legal. [June 17-20, 1977; May 8-

10, 2001]” 

 

“The Gender Gap” 

 

48% of women say sex between an unmarried man and woman is morally acceptable, compared 

to 58% of men who say that it is. [May 10-14, 2001]” 

“ACCEPTANCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY: A YOUTH MOVEMENT” 

“A Gallup poll last May found 52% of Americans saying they believe homosexuality should be 

considered an acceptable alternative lifestyle, up from just 34% in 1982.  The poll also showed 

that a stronger majority--62%-of young adults (age 18 to 29) consider homosexuality 

acceptable.” 

“Age is also a significant factor with regard to opinions of one of most hotly debated facets of 

this topic: same-sex marriages.  Overall, 44% of Americans said in the May 2001 poll they 

would favor a law that would ‘allow homosexual couples to legally form civil unions, giving 

them some of the legal rights of married couples,’ while 52% said they would oppose such a law.  

A generational gap appears when results are broken down by age category: among 18 to 29 year 

olds, 59% would favor the law, compared to 42% of those aged 30 to 49 and 35% of those 50 

and older.  Further, a poll of American teens aged 13 approve of marriage between 

homosexuals.” 

“The public’s gradually shifting stance on homosexuality is also evident in other measures.  

More than half of Americans (54%) now say they think homosexual relations between 

consenting adults should be considered legal, while 42% say they should not be legal.  As 
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recently as 1986, only 32% of American adults thought homosexual relations should be legal.  

Again, the data indicate that young adults are helping drive the change in public perception: 65% 

of 18 to 29 year olds currently say homosexual relations should be legal, compared to 58% of 30 

to 49 year olds, 49% of 50 to 64 year olds, and 33% of those age 65 and older.” 

“So the data clearly indicate that younger people tend to be more accepting of homosexuality—

but can they tell us anything about why? The ‘nature versus nurture’ question is often a 

prominent facet of discussions about gay rights.  The 2001 results show that overall, the 

American public is split on the question, with 40% saying they think homosexuality is something 

a person is born with and 39% saying it is due to factors such as upbringing or environment, 

while 21% did not have an opinion either way.  Among the general population, those who view 

homosexuality as a genetic trait tend to be more accepting of it than those who believe it is a 

function of one’s environment, which implies a more voluntary lifestyle choice.” 

“Given that younger Americans are more accepting of homosexuality, are they also dramatically 

more likely to come down on the side of genetics?  Surprisingly, the answer is no: among 18 to 

29 year olds, 46% say they think homosexuality is due to factors such as upbringing and 

environment, while 36% believe it is an inherent trait—results that are little different from other 

age groups.  It is perhaps this question that demonstrates most convincingly that the changing 

attitudes represent a true cultural shift toward acceptance: the scientific origin of homosexuality 

doesn’t appear to make much difference to young adults—they’re more likely to be accepting of 

it either way.” 

“*Results are based on telephone interviews with 1,012 national adults, age 18 and over, 

conducted May 10-14, 2001.  For results based on this sample, one can say with 95% confidence 

that the margin of sampling error is +/- 3 percentage points.” 

(Darren K. Carlson, “Acceptance of Homosexuality: A Youth Movement.” Education &Youth, 

Gallup Tuesday Briefing; February 19, 2002 

www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educaYouth/200202119.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

“GAY TEENS ELECTED HOMECOMING KING, QUEEN” 

 

“It may not shock people that a jock and a cheerleader were chosen as homecoming king and 

queen at a Chicago high school, but some were surprised by which was which.”  

 

“Jen Wohlner and Ryan Cooperman are popular leaders at Buffalo Grove High School. They're 

also openly gay.” 

 

“Wohlner plays sports and went to prom with another girl last year. Cooperman is a 

cheerleader.”  

 

‘I guess you could say this year it was kind of a jock and a cheerleader, but flip-flopped 

positions,’ Wohlner said.  

 

“Wohlner said it may show that her school, and her generation as a whole, is a little more 

progressive.”  

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educaYouth/200202119.asp?Version=p
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“Time magazine made gay students subject its cover story last week, saying that students are 

coming out earlier and earlier.  And the number of gay clubs in high schools has exploded from 

100 a few years ago to more than 3,000 nationwide today, the magazine reported.”  

 

“‘It's really kind of uncool to be anti-gay,’ said school psychologist Jennifer Zacharski.  

Attitudes have shifted dramatically in one generation, said Zacharski, who sponsors Buffalo 

Grove's Gay-Straight Alliance.  But not everyone is cheering about the school's groundbreaking 

choices for homecoming royalty.   ‘For us, it's a sad thing,’ said Illinois Family Institute 

spokesman Pete LaBarbera. ‘Something that was once sort of universally regarded as a sin, is 

now becoming sort of cool in high school.’” 

 

(“Gay Teens Elected Homecoming King, Queen,” NCB5, October 21, 2005, 

http://www.nbc4.tv/irresistible/5143976/detail.html) 

______________________ 

 

“NEW POLL SHOWS AT LEAST 5% OF AMERICAN’S HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

IDENTITY AS GAY OR LESBIAN” 

 

“New York, NY – The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network, or GLSEN, today 

announced results from a new national poll on students’ attitudes on sexual orientation.  Based 

on results from the poll, approximately 5% of America’s high school students identify as lesbian 

or gay, 16% of America’s students have a gay or lesbian family member, and 72% know 

someone who is gay or lesbian.” 

 

“The national poll conducted by Widmeyer Research and Polling in conjunction with Penn, 

Schoen & Berland Associates, Inc., asked questions of 9
th

 – 12
th

 grade students across the 

country about sexual orientation, name-calling, and general attitudes towards lesbian and gay 

people in schools.” 

 

“‘The findings suggest that, on average, every classroom in America has at least one student who 

identifies as lesbian or gay and that a majority of those students know at least one gay or lesbian 

person, whether it be a teacher, a classmate or a family member,’ noted GLSEN Executive 

Director Kevin Jennings.” 

 

(Riley Snorton, “New Poll Shows At Least 5% of America’s High School Students Identify as 

Gay or Lesbian,” GLSEN, October 2004) 

______________________ 

 

“PARTWAY GAY?” 

 

“Social scientists say that 5 percent to 7 percent of young people are gay or lesbian, and that 

teenagers are starting at younger ages to have same-sex sexual experiences: 13 for boys, 15 for 

girls.” 

 

(Laura Sessions Stepp, “Partway Gay?” Washingtonpost.com, January 4, 2004, pD01, 

www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A53140-2004Jan4?Language=printer)  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A53140-2004Jan4?Language=printer
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______________________ 

 

“WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION IS GAY?” 

 

"In his 1948 book, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, Alfred Kinsey shocked the world by 

announcing that 10% of the male population is gay. A 1993 Janus Report estimated that nine 

percent of men and five percent of women had more than ‘occasional’ homosexual relationships. 

The 2000 U.S. Census Bureau found that homosexual couples constitute less than 1% of 

American households. The Family Research Report says ‘around 2-3% of men, and 2% of 

women, are homosexual or bisexual.’ The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force estimates three 

to eight percent of both sexes. So who's right—what percentage of the population is 

homosexual?" 

 

"In August 2002, Gallup asked Americans, in an open-ended format, to estimate the percentage 

of American men and the percentage of American women who are homosexual. The average 

estimates were that 21% of men are gay and 22% of women are lesbians. In fact, roughly a 

quarter of the public thinks more than 25% of men and 25% of women are homosexual. It should 

be pointed out, too, that many Americans (at least one in six) could not give an estimate." 

 

(Jennifer Robison, "What Percentage of the Population Is Gay?" Gallup Tuesday Briefing, 

Religion and Values, October 8 2002, 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20021008b.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20021008b.asp?Version=p

